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Abstract
For the past decade, the buzz around so-called climate engineering measures has grown
louder. Experts now largely seem to agree that the ambitious temperature targets of the
Paris agreement can no longer be achieved without drawing significant amounts of already
emitted CO2 from the atmosphere and permanently storing it underground. Some even
assume that the introduction of reflective particles into the stratosphere might become
necessary at some point the future in order to prevent dangerous levels of global warming.
But how has it come to this? How have these controversial measures arrived on scientific
and political agendas? The talk provides a bigger picture of the current debate over
so-called climate engineering measures. It traces the rise of these measures from the late
1950s to the first decades of the new millennium. Rather than emerging as a ‘last resort’ or
‘Plan B’ against climate change, this perspective suggests how hopes to modify and even
control the climate have provided a central motif for science-policy relations since the very
beginnings of the climate science field.
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